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Introduction

The year 2025 marked a historic milestone for the Central Asian Football Association as we proudly celebrated our 10-year anniversary. Since our founding,
CAFA has been driven by a singular mission: to unite, develop, and elevate the standard of football across Central Asia. This Activity Report reflects on a

landmark year defined by competitive excellence, regional solidarity, and significant institutional growth.
A defining highlight of our calendar was the highly successtul second edition of the 2025 CAFA Nations Cup, co-hosted by Uzbekistan and Tajikistan in August

and September. Featuring our core member associations alongside esteemed guest nations like Oman and India, the tournament delivered spectacular

football—culminating in Uzbekistan capturing their first title in a thrilling final against ILR.Iran. Beyond the action on the pitch, the tourmmament underscored
our region's expanding infrastructure and our capacity to host premier, international-standard sporting events. The success of the tournament was elevated
by the unprecedented support and direct involvement of FIFA.

Off the pitch, our commitment to the future of the sport remained unwavering. Throughout 2025, CAFA executed numerous developmental programs
focusing on youth and grassroots football, women's competitions, and refereeing educational courses. By working hand-in-hand with our member
dssociations, we continued to foster an inclusive, fair, and highly competitive footballing ecosystem.

This report provides a comprehensive overview of our administrative operations, tournament statistics, strateqgic initiatives, and financial health over the past
year. As we look back on our first decade with immense pride, CAFA remains fiercely dedicated to writing the next great chapter of Central Asian football.
Together, we are building a sporting legacy that will inspire generations to come.



Competitions
Review

Number of Competitions organised in 2025 under FIFA
Forward Development Programme funds: Five (three

women and two men competrbions)

Competibon Format

CAFA Women's Futsal

g

Age Cateqgory Number of teams

E
07-17 February 2025 $232,681.37

CAFA U17 Women's T e sy

SRR

MNumber of teams

Age Lategory
E
Competition

Competibon Dates

Budget
02-09 March 2025 $156,604.79

CAFA U-17 Championship
2025 | Uzbekistan

Age Category

22-31 May 2025

CAFA U-20 Championship
2025 | Tajikistan

Competrbon Dates

08-18 June 2025

CAFA U-18 Women's
Championship 2025 | Uzbekistan

Age Category

20 -30 November 2025

Competibion Format
Group Stage + Play-0Off Stage

Number of teams

Competition Budget
%280,294.05

Group Stage + Play-Off Stage
Number of teams

s —E-—H=D

Competition Budget
$339,409.34

Competrbon Format
Round Robin
Mumber of teams

Competition Budget
$201,476.94
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Competitions Review

Subject to compliance with FIFA Forward Development

Programme Fund regulations, the funding granted under
Forward 3.0 includes a contribution of up to USD 5 million
over the four-year cycle (2023-2026) for each zonal/regional
association (i.e. an increase of up to USD 1 million compared
to the previous cycles of Forward 2.0 and Forward 1.0).

$1,210,466.49

Total budget spent

The funds amounting to USD 1.25 million are released to the relevant
confederations in January of each relevant year for the zonal/regional
associations to organise regional men’s, women’'s and youth competitions
(for girls and boys). These funds shall only be distributed where the zonal/
regional association organises at least one women’'s, two boys” and two
girls’ competitions (for national teams or clubs) during the relevant year.

$311,940.26

Balance including the funds
remained from previous
years
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CAFA NATIONS CUP 2025

CAFA has organised the second edition of the CAFA Nations Second edition of the CAFA flagship competition was hosted by two cities -
Cup 2025 among Senior National Teams of its six (B) Tashkent, Uzbekistan and Dushanbe, Tajikistan

Member Associations. The Oman National Team from the

West Asian and India National Team from the South Asian

regions were invited to participate in the competition as $ 64[] ,452_57

guest teams within the framework of Memorandums of

Understanding signed between CAFA and West Asian Total budget spent

Football Federation as well as CAFA and All India Football

Federation




CAFA wOmen'S Fu-tsal The fifth edition of regional women's futsal competition was

highly competitive, with a total of 10 matches played over the

ChampionShi p 2025 course of the event. Each team played a minimum of 4 matches.
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The championship saw a brilliant performance from Maral

Torkaman of IR Iran, who was awarded the Most Valuable Player

| (MVP) and Top Goalscorer of the tournament. The Fair Play
| ﬂ’.'-.?:

Award was earned by Kyrgyz Republic.

THIRD PLACE  SECOND PLACE The tournament also recognized individual excellence, with

Malika Eminova from Turkmenistan receiving the Best

CAFA U118

WOMENZ

FINAL STANDINGS

p W i L GO PTS

Goalkeeper award, acknowledging her outstanding performances
in goal throughout the competition.

This championship was a significant milestone in the
development of women's futsal within the CAFA region,
providing a platform for talented players to showcase their skills
and further raise the profile of women’s futsal in Central Asia.




CAFA U-1 7 womenls The CAFA U-17 Women's Championship 2025 was played by the

best young female players from across Central Asia. The

ChampiOnShip 2025 tournament featured a total of 3 match-days and 6 matches,

with each team playing a minimum of 3 matches. The

-y

competition provided a valuable platform for youth athletes to
develop their skills and gain international experience in a highly

competitive environment.

Individual excellence was celebrated throughout the event, with

Mekhrangiz Khamidova from Uzbekistan being awarded the Most

Valuable Player (MVP) of the tournament. The Top Goalscorer

s b e S L s honor went to Maryam Khalilifar of L.R.Iran, while Kyrgyz Republic
2025 &ttt Pay voe Saakdad Rl received the Fair Play Award, acknowledging their commitment to

" ChRR U17 WOMER: AL N sportsmanship and integrity. The Special award was given to

FINAL STANDINGS " . Tajikistan further highlighting the exceptional performances at

the tournament.

o p w0 [ 1w |m]m O ) . . .

B o (212 2 (8 &S NSt s The CAFA U-17 Women's Championship 2025 proved to be an
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B e e 2 1118 1 1 2 8 el SN o' 5.8 [y ALY g fostering the growth of young athletes and providing them with

— T R N R S RS AN the opportunity to compete at a high level. The event also
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underscored CAFA's commitment to nurturing the next

generation of football talent in Central Asia.




The CAFA U-17 Championship 2025, held in Tashkent,
CAFA U 1 7 Uzbekistan, over the course of 3 match-days, each team played a
Championship 2025

minimum of 3 matches, with the tournament serving as an

excellent platform for young athletes.

Tajikistan U-17 claimed the championship title, showcasing

remarkable teamwork, resilience, and determination throughout
the competition. Mehrubon Odilzoda of Tajikistan, was awarded

o caravy : the Most Valuable Player (MVP) for his leadership and
i b g | FMH:; !‘ﬁﬂ iy b mpﬁﬂﬁ'ﬁfﬁ?_”m exceptional performances. Additionally, Abbas Rafiei from IR Iran
Bk CaRR Sowun CAFA claimed the Top Goalscorer award, further highlighting his

outstanding attacking contributions.

! ﬁi}%ﬂgﬁl}?iﬂ e ??'5:‘%:‘*-.“5'*?’1.1“-% 3
(] 1P IS ; RILE . = £ e
s Sy = = The Fair Play Award was presented to Afghanistan, recognizing
Tul-nt-n-l.;::/ R—— their exemplary sportsmanship and commitment to fair
D EINESENSTAN & UZBEKISTAN competition. Meanwhile, Abubakr Rahmonqulov of Tajikistan

received the Best Goalkeeper award, acknowledging his pivotal

role in his team’s success and his outstanding shot-stopping
ability throughout the tournament.

The CAFA U-17 Championship 2025 not only witnessed
Tajikistan's victory but also showcased the rising talent and

CAFA U17 CHAMPIONSHIP 2025 s

competitive spirit of youth football in Central Asia.



CAFA U20
Championship 2025

Sk 4

I “mestoonxerm |\ Ok -
| == AMIRMAHDI MAGHSOUDI |

. II"."

o CAFAUZD Cowy, 1 CAFA U20 CAFA U20

#; r

om0

CHAMEIONSHeP 2023

The CAFA U-20 Championship 2025 was held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. After
successful introduction of VAR in 2024 edition, the tournament was conducted
with VAR technology, which increased the competition quality and fairness. This

momentous development reflects CAFA's commitment to embracing modern

technology to elevate the level of competition and uphold the integrity of the
sport.

Held over 3 match-days, with each team playing a minimum of 3 matches, the
competition featured outstanding performances from emerging football talents.
The Most Valuable Player (MVP) award was claimed by Mahan Akbarzadeh from
IR Iran, who delivered an exceptional performance throughout the tournament.

Umar Talanbekov from Kyrgyz Republic was named the Top Goalscorer,
showcasing his impressive attacking abilities.

The Fair Play Award was presented to IR Iran, recognizing their commitment to

sportsmanship and respect for the spirit of the game. Additionally, Amirmahdi

Maghsoudi from IR Iran was honored with the Best Goalkeeper award for playing
a crucial role in his team's defense throughout the tournament.

The CAFA U-20 Championship 2025 not only demonstrated the growing
competitiveness and talent within Central Asian football but also highlighted
CAFA's dedication to fostering innovation and inclusion in the sport.



CAFA U-18 Women’'s
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Uzbekistan

. Kyrgyz Republic 4

Tajlklstan

Turkmenistan

The tournament featured a total of 10 matches, with each
team playing a maximum of 4 matches. The competition

followed a round robin format, allowing all participating
teams to face off in a balanced and fair manner.

The Most Valuable Player (MVP) award went to

Mekhrangiz Khamidova of Uzbekistan for her exceptional
performances throughout the tournament, while the Top

Goalscorer honor was claimed by Maryam Khalilifar from
IR Iran, for her goal-scoring prowess. The Fair Play Award
was presented to IR Iran, acknowledging their

commitment to maintaining the highest standards of
conduct during the competition. Additionally, the Special

Award was presented to Turkmenistan.

The CAFA U-18 Championship 2025 served as an
important event in the development of youth football in

the region, offering a platform for young players to
showcase their potential and build toward their future

careers in the sport.




Educational
* Activities

"\ ' General Information

The Central Asian Football Association conducted in total five educational activities - 2 seminars and 3 webinars in 2025 for
enhancing capacity and capabilities of Match Officials under the AFC Enhance Programme funds.

Among the educational activities held by CAFA in 2024 was the second edition of the CAFA Referees Seminar/VAR Course
that provided referees with essential training on the latest advancements in officiating, including the use of Video Assistant
Referee (VAR) technology, which is becoming increasingly important in modern football.

Following this, CAFA conducted a series of webinars throughout the year. The first of these was the CAFA Assistant

Referees Webinar aimed at assisting assistant referees in honing their decision-making and offside rule expertise.
Maoreover, CAFA organised the CAFA Referee Assessor Webinar, providing critical insights tor referee assessors to better

evaluate and improve referees' performances.
Another significant online event was the CAFA Futsal Referees Webinar, which focused on the unique challenges of

officiating futsal, offering specialized training to enhance the skills of futsal referees.
Finally, CAFA conducted the Match Commissioner Seminar, which served to improve the understanding of the match

commissioner role, covering key responsibilities and procedures required for effective event management and ensuring that
matches are conducted smoothly and tairly.

Overall budget of the above-mentioned educational events was
amounted to USD 31,892.49




Following introduction in January 2023, CAFA has conducted
the third edition of the CAFA Referees Seminar/VAR Course

2025.
The on-site 3-day seminar was organised for 23 Referees from

across all 6 CAFA Member Associations, whose potential and

experience will contribute to the further development of
refereeing in the region. The seminar included theoretical and
practical exercises which were aimed at the enhancement of the
knowledge on the LOTG and their practical application. Al
Referees have passed the fithess check which was conducted

by the Seminar Fitness Instructor.

CAFA REFEREES
_ SEMINAR/VAR COURDSE -
2 2025 ,

Additionally a two-day VAR Course was conducted for the FIFA

Referees in possession of the VAR License. The participants had

an opportunity to enhance their skills on the pitch and in

simulated circumstances.
The seminar successfully strengthened the technical capacity and

regional collaboration of Central Asian officiating, ensuring that

¢
@ TASHKENT, UZBEKISTAN upcoming tournaments are managed with high standards of integrity
20-24 JANUARY 2025 and professionalism.

& 23 PARTICIPANTS



CAFA ASSISTANT
REFEREES WEBINAR
2025

On 6 May 2025, The CAFA Assistant Referees Webinar 2025

brought together 43 assistant referees from six member
dassociations to improve decision-making, teamwork, and

match officiating skills. The online session focused on key
topics such as offside, penalty incidents, handball, and

tactical fouls, using case studies and interactive discussions.

Opened by CAFA Referees Committee Chairman Ravshan

Irmatov, the webinar highlighted the importance of
precision, coordination, and active involvement of assistant

referees in decision-making. Sessions were led by experts
Jlakhongir 5Saidov and Masoumeh Shakouri, who guided

participants through real match scenarios and best
practices.

The initiative supports CAFA's

commitment to referee development, 59 o iy

=5 43 PARTIOPANTS

promoting consistent performance
and strengthening collaboration

dacross the region.

CAFA REFEREE AS5E550RS WEBINAR 2025

As part of the Central Asian Football Association’s ongoing commitment to refereeing development
and capacity building initiatives, the third edition of the CAFA Referee Assessors Webinar was
successfully held today, 29 April 2025, via the Zoom platform.

The webinar was organized with the objective of enhancing the knowledge, skills, and evaluation
capacities of referee assessars (RAs) from CAFA's Member Associations (MAs). Following invitations
extended by CAFA, a total of 16 referee assessors participated in this important educational event,

reflecting the growing emphasis across the region on refereeing excellence and consistency.
The programme focused on key and highly relevant topics:

Challenges and incidents in the penalty area

«Handball situations and tactical fouls

sReferee Assessor reporting procedures

«Evaluation of offside decisions

One-day online seminar was conducted by experienced Instructor from Uzbekistan - Viadislav Tseytlin




CAFA Futsal Referees Webinar 2025 CAFA Refereeing Development Working Group

Since its inception in 2022, the CAFA Refereeing Development Group, comprising 11
experts, has convened virtually following the conclusion of each CAFA tournament to
critically evaluate the performance of referees, assistant referees, and referee
assessors. Under the leadership of Ravshan Irmatov, Deputy Chairperson of the AFC
Referees Committee and Chairperson of the CAFA Referees Committee, the working
group conducted five meetings throughout 2025, further advancing the professional

development and evaluation of refereeing standards within the region.

Mikita Afinogen... Zamonov Manu... Khaligyar paym... M
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On 2 July 2025, CAFA held the 3rd Futsal Referees Webinar via
Zoom as part of its referee development program. The session
gathered 25 referees from across Central Asia to improve their
technical knowledge and understanding of futsal laws.

Led by AFC instructors Vadim Bararov and Nurdin Bukuev, the
webinar focused on recent law changes, using match footage
and discussions to explain their practical application. It also

covered modern refereeing concepts and fitness requirements.

The initiative supported knowledge sharing and skill
development, reinforcing CAFA's commitment to improving

refereeing standards in the region.

4¥ ONLINE
02 JULY 2025
455 25 PARTIOPANTS




CAFA Navruz Football Festival 2025:
A Celebration of Culture, Football, and Unity.

Accroding to the initiative of the Central Asian Football Association President, H.E. Rustam
Emomali, proposed during the 8th CAFA Congress 2023, CAFA successfully organized the
Navruz Football Festival for kids across its six member countries.

From March 19 to 28, 2025, the festival lit up the hearts of over 1000 boys and girls in 8
vibrant cities across Afghanistan, the Kyrgyz Republic, |.R Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and

Turkmenistan. This remarkable event not only heralded the advent of Navruz, Central
Asia’s cherished New Year and spring festival, but also aimed to popularize football among

the youth, promoting a healthy and active lifestyle.



On 30-31 May 2025, CAFA held the Child
Safeguarding Seminar 2025 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan,

/
\

pringing together safeguarding officers, youth

managers from all six Member Associations and AFC

AFC c AFA Sehee representatives.

HILD SAFEGUARDING SEMIN-Z The two-day seminar, led by expert Morgan Lander,

d'-': | -~ M 30-31 Igeme 2025 |m|kent peXistan

focused on protecting children in football through

topics like abuse recognition, safe environments,

aﬂ - A | . : . ok safeguarding systems, and reporting procedures. It

! | ) ) o ’ Py , combined theory with practical exercises, including
,_JE‘“

real-life scenarios at Dustlik Stadium.

CAFA

CAFA CHILD SAFEGUARDING
SEMINAR 2025

13



CAFA MEDIA AND MARKETING WEBINARR 2025

Real-time updates

o i

Y ] SARDAR AZMOUN

FOn 17 November 2025, CAFA held its maiden Media and Marketing

Webinar, bringing together 17 professionals from all six Member
Associations Tor online training and collaboration.

Supported by the AFC Academic Centre of Excellence, the session featured
experts Vijesh Rai and Hafiz ldris, who covered content creation, digital
strategy, fan engagement, and CRM practices. Discussions focused on
improving communication, storytelling, and commercial value in football.

The webinar strengthened digital and marketing capacity across the region

and highlighted CAFA's commitment to ongoing proftessional development
and regional cooperation.

CAFA Women's
Football

Development
Seminar 2025

From 06-07 August 2025,

CAFA held its first
Women's Football
Development Seminar in
Dushanbe, Tajikistan, to
promote and strengthen

women’'s football in
Central Asia.

WOMEN'S FOOTHALL DEVELOPMENT JY\, roomas
CAFA JOTANR, pEv A
1 berrile, Torhmila:
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Organized with Football Australia and
supported by the Australian Government,
the seminar brought together Member
Associations for presentations, group work,
and strategic discussions. It featured
contributions from FIFA, AFC, and FIFPRO,

as well as insights from former Australian
player Gema Simon.

The seminar focused on building capacity,
sharing best practices, promoting gender
equality, and creating partnerships ahead of
the AFC Women's Asian Cup 2026. It
marked a key step in advancing women's
football and regional cooperation




CAFA GOVERNANCE:
CONGRESSES AND MEETINGS
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10th CAFA Congress

CAFA held various congresses and meetings throughout the
yvear 2025, bringing together key stakeholders, including
Member Associations, Executive Committee members and
various standing committees members. The Meetings

served as vital plattforms for decision-making and

coordination of activities that ensured good governance in
LAFA activities.

The 10th CAFA Congress in 2025 was held on 12 April 2025

in Kuala-Lumpur, Malaysia, in conjunction with the AFC
Longress.

Extraordinary
Congress 2025

CAFA Extraordinary
Congress was held online
on 26 December 2025, to
make the necessary
decisions regarding the
budget and competitions
calendar for 2026

CAFA Executive Committee

Throughout the year, the CAFA Executive
Committee convened three online meetings,

and several decisions were made via

correspondence, continuous

governance of the association’'s operations.

Moreover, several meetings of the CAFA
Standing Committees were convened online
during 2024. These included one meeting of
the Audit and Compliance Committee, two
meetings of the Referees Committee, and

ensuring

two CAFA Competitions meetings. These
efforts aimed to address the diverse needs
of football within the region and ensure that

necessary decisios were taken.



CAFAINVOLVEMENT IN AFC
EDUCATIONAL EVENTS

CAFA General Secretary and 6 staff members took
part in the AFC Regional Associations Workshop
2025, held on 15-16 January in Kuala Lumpur. The
event brought together Regional Associations to
share expertise and improve football governance

across Asia.

For the first time since 2019, General Secretaries and
senior officials gathered for this two-day programme.
CAFA was represented by General Secretary
Ulugbek Karimov, who shared the association’s

progress, challenges, and future plans.




LAFA

Central Asian Football Association

37/1 Bokhtar Street, Bokhtar Business Center, 73002, Dushanbe, Tajikistan
Tel/Fax : +992 640 00 81 , Email: international@the-cafa.com

www.the-CAFA.com



